CVpediaMore

A repository of essays, independently authored, offering supplementary informqtior] to that in
The National CV pedia of Britain. The following item has not been subject to editorial input.

Morel7 9 December 2011

First Motor Car

18 L Aen. 30,000  NOTES AND QUERIES,

1642) in the year 1652, This may have given
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Twelve days later another advertisement

- Author of Alarum for a Pocket-Watch.

rise to the Regicide tradition.

To conclude the story. Sir John St.
Barbe died childless at Broadlands on
7 Aug., 1723, leaving that estate to be sold
by “his only heir and executor Humphrey
Sydenham,” a descendant of Catherine,
sister of John St. Barbe, by her husband Sir
William Pole. The said Humphrey Syden-
ham erceted the tomb at Ashingfon (also
lately restored) to Sir John St. Barbe and
Honor Norton his wife, and sold Broadlands
to Henry Temple, Viscount Palmerston in
1736. But around Sir John St. Barbe's
tomb at Ashington the Somerset folk still
weave a romantic: tale conneeted with Mon-
mouth’s rebellion and one of the St. Barbes.
If there be any grounds for this tradition,
possibly future search will bring the truth to
light, as has now been done in the case
of the inmates of the St. Barbe tomb in
Romsey Abbey. T. H. SuckLING.

Romsey.,

AUTOMOBILE AND TAXIMETER
ANTICIPATED :

CHRISTOPHER HOLTUM.

IT is possible to find suggestions at un-
expectedly carly dates concerning most
modern inventions ;' but it is strange indeed
‘to discover” as long ago as the time of
Anne a plain indication of a vehicle
which was an automobile provided with a
taximoter.

As T have previously s‘ated in *N. & Q.
(10 _S.xii. 414) in The Daily Courant for
13 Jan,, 1711, thero appoared tho following
advertisement :—

‘“This i3 to give Notice, That at the 7 Stars
under the Piazzas in Covent-Garden is to be
scen a Chariot in which a Man may travel without
Ilorses, the like never made nor scen before in
England 5 it will,go 5 or 6 miles an Hour, and
Measure the Miles as it goes; it will turn or go
back, and go up Hill as casy as on level Ground,
Perform’d by Christopher Iloltum, the first
Where
Attendance is given from 10 in the Morning till
8 at Night.”

I have now further traced this striking
announcement. On the following 3 February
it was advertised in the same journal : —

“By Christopher Yloltum, a new Invention
ol a wonderful Chariot in which Persons may
trayel without Tlorses several Miles an Hour,
and measure the Miles as they go: It is much
admir'd by the Quality and by the Ingenious.
It is to be scen at the Sign of the Cabinet opposite
to the Glohe Tavern near St. Martin’s-lane end
of the Strand,”
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indicated that tho machine was attracting
much public attention, this saying ;—

‘ I

f;\n) Invention of » wonderful Chariot, in
which Persons Inay "Travel snveral Miles an Hour,
without the assistance of Iorses, and Measure
the Miles as they go. "Tis one of the greatest
Curiosities that ever was seen in England, having
the praise of all Persons of Quality and inzenious
Men that have seen it.  Which was at the 7 Stars
in Covent-Garden, is now Remov'd to a Cabinet’s
Shop over against the Glohe Tavern ncar St
Martin’s-lane-end in the Strand. It may be scen
to the 1st or 2d of March, being then fo Travel
into the Country,”

This advertiseinent was precisoly repeated
on 19 February ; but seven days afterwards
it was elaborated into the following : —

‘“An Invention of a wonderful Chariot, in
which Persons may Travel several Miles an Ilour,
without the assistance of Ilorses, and Mecasure
the Miles as they go, it turns or goes back ; having
the Praisc of all Persons of Quality, and in-
genious Men that have seen it, Note, That it is
convenient for any Gentleman that is incapable
of walking thro’ Lamecness, to ride about his
Park or Garden, without damaging his Tarris-
Walks or Glass-Plats. The invention is so
highly approv’d, that there is already one be-
spoke by a Ierson of Quality, which is to go
on 4 Wheels, and swing in the Nature of a large
Coach ; which, according to a modest Computa-
tion will travel at the Rate of 7 or 8 miles an
Hour, If any Person of Quality is desirous to
use them with Horses, they may ecither travel
as far again in a Day as they can with another
Coach, or go as far with a Pair of Ilorses, as the
Coaches hitherto in Use can with 6. Note, That
such as are bespoke for Parks or Gardens only,
will come very reasonable, others at Proportion-
able Prices. It is now to be seen at the Cabinet
shop, over against the Globe Tavern, near St.
Martin’s-lane in the Strand; where Attendance
will be given at all times till the 2d of Maceh,”

When this advertiscment was repeated
two days later, it was altered only in tho
last half-sentence, which ran ;—

* where Attendance will be given till 11 a Clock
at Night, this being the last Day,”

But this announcement proved to be
premature, for on 7 March the additional
announcement was fortheoming :—— )

** Notice is hereby given, That by the desire of
some Persons of Quality that have not yet scen
the Inventijon of the wonderful Chariot, in which
Persons may Travel several Miles an Hour
without the Assistance of Horses, and measure the
Miles as it goes; it is to stay one Week longer
at the Sign of the Cabinet opposite to the Globe
Tavern near St. Martin’s-lanc-end in the Strand.”

In the usual tantalizing fashion, this
wonderful machino then disappears entirely
from sight ; but further particulars concern-
ing it would be decidedly welcome.

ALFrep F. Ronins.

[For other anticipatlions of the automobile see
10°S. xi. 305, 874, 431, 408 ; xii. 31, 95, 158, 414.]
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The following extract is from a book published in 1930.

TAXI!

BY
ANTHONY ARMSTRONG

(“A.A” of Punch)

Being a not too serious book about
London Taxicabs and Drivers,
with a few remarks on
their foreign cousins

HODDER AND STOUGHTON

LIMITED LONDON
ST. PAUL'S HOUSE

WARWICE SQUARE
E.C.
4
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What we fondly believe to be really modern
inventions are nearly always found, upon
investigation, to have been in use in cﬁ;z
over a thousand years ago, a fact which seems
to prove that either the Western mind is not
as original as it likes to pretend, or else that
your really shrewd inventor studies obscure
Chinese history with much profit. The “taxi™
—using the word in its widest sense—is
apparently no exception. As early as 265 A.D.
a vehicle called the “ ﬁ igulicka ”’ or, in English,
the *“ counting-mil iot ’ is reputed
to have been in use in China. This
“ giligulicha” in spite of its nmame, was un-
doubtedly real, for the history of the Sun
Dynasty mentions that it was still employ
in both 815 and 987, and even gives sufficient
details and illustrations to enable one to
describe it. |

The * counting-mile-drum-chariot ” was a
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IN THE BEGINNING...

large wooden wheeled vehicle drawn by four
horses, two on cither side of a single pole. It
was built in two stories and the top one was
always roofed in, thus showing that even at
that date the Orient was a little ahead of the
London General Omnibus Company. An
arrangement of thtee or four pinion-wheels
connected the front axle with a little catved
figure in the fore part of the lower story, and
at the end of every “ /i ” travelled this
struck a drum. At the end of ten «“ /"
another carved figure at the back or the upper
story struck a gong. From all this apparatus
for “ telling the /i’ (or, if you prefer a politer
but equally ambiguous expression, * tellin
the tale ) passengets could presumably worﬁ
out how far they had gone and how much they
had to pay ; but it’s just at this point that the
whole affair, hitherto fairly efficient, becomes
too delightfully Oriental for words. Though
the journey was measured in “/%” the « /"
wa$s not a fixed measure of distance! Actually
it was one-tenth of an houtr’s matrch, but the
Chinese equivalent of a2 Commissioner of
Police had omitted to state who was doing the
marching. Vatious estimates made it 479
yatds, ng yatds and 622 yards, and in February
1909 (when, owing to Professor L. Giles
having delivered a lecture on the “ counting-
mile-fmm—chatiot,” interest in the subject was
I3
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TAXI

high) the Chinese Legation in London was
even asked to say which of these measure-
ments was correct. After working it all out
they replied, yes, the % was 586 yards; and
no one has had the nerve to bring the matter
up since. |

The * giligulicha™, since we are on the
subject, formerly held about eighteen people,
but in 987 A.Dp. the Emperor T’ai Tsung, a
notable warrior, enacted that the same vehicle
should car t]::;t{ soldiers. He evidently had
the mind of a real transport officer all right, as
anyone who has been one of the Hommes 40 in
a Freach troop train cattle-truck will appreciate.
About this time, too—presumably as com-
pensation to the soldiers—the vehicles were
painted bright red with pictures of flowers
and birds on the outside. This is an idea
modern local authorities might consider if
they teally want to brighten up their
streets.

Nothing more is heard of the “ giligulicha ™
in history—except that in the fourteenth
century a Chinese poet wrote an “Ode to
a Taxicab.” ‘This must have been fun for
him.

As a matter of fact, now that we go into
the subject, we find that the Chinese cannot
claim to be the sole originators of the taxi.
Heron of Alexandria, the inventor of the

14
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IN THE BEGINNING. ..

“ penny in the slot ”” machine, is also credited
with having evolved an instrument for
measuring distance gone; while Vitruvius,
. writing a few years B.C. mentions V
~ definitely a contrivance called a Hodometer,
which was to be connected to chatiot axles
by means of cog-wheels, and so measure
the journey. The revolution of the wheels
allowed a small stone from a large store to
drop with a tinkle into a metal cup at the
completion of every so many yards travelled,
and at the end of the trip the driver—and
the passenger—counted the stones in the
cu;s’ and then did mathematics.*
wooping down the centuries the next
reference is not till 1656, when John Evelyn,
writing in "his diary, mentions a device
called the * Waywiser.” This apparently
measured rods and miles and recorded them
~ on three circles. It was for attachment to
- travelling coaches ““exactly measuring the
' miles and showing them by an index as we
" went along.”

Twenty-two years later, in 1678, 2 book
called Lg Nuova Architettura Civile e Militare
by Alessandto Capra was published at
Cremona. In it can be found two pictures,

* The remains of a mﬂa—mmudngAsnKnms were also
reported to have been found on Tt Amen’s charioy,
now in the Cairo Museum.
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TAXI

‘one a diagram of 2 not unfamiliar type of
“ distance-measurer ” and the other a rough
drawing showing the apparatus fitted to a
coach.

These v early * taxameters” were
naturally all for horse-drawn wvehicles. The
first apparent mention of a mechanical taxi-
cab is contained tantalisingly in an advertise-
ment in The Daily Courant tor Jan. 13, 1711.
It is a notice “that at the 7 Stars under the
Piazzas in Covent Garden is to be seen 2
chariot in the which a man may travel without
horses, the like never made nor seen before
in England: it will go for § or 6 miles an
hour and measure the miles as it goes.” I
haven’t been able to find out how it went
or even what it looked like, but it was
“perform’d by Christopber Holtum, the
first Author of the Alarum for a Pocket
Watch.” Whatever it was, it was successful
enough to be advertised on several sub-
sequent occasions and 2 * Gentleman of
Quality ”* even ordered one, though whether
he went as far as to take delivery no one
knows.

From time to time in the nineteenth century
the taximeter cropped up, always as the
suggested and only remedy for the perpetual
squabbles between driver and passenger
over the fare. A pessimist signing himself

16
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IN THE BEGINNING...

“d]chu ” in a London Magagine of 18zg,
advised the fitting of a ‘‘pedometer™ to
every hackney coach. “ It would save endless
altercations . . . it would save a man’s money
and temper and do much towards saving
the souls of hackney coachmen botn, of to
be born.” It was, he added cynically, ‘“ the
best of all possible inventions and therefore
it ];will not be adopted.” He was quite
rignt,
gTwcnty-onc years after this cri-du-caur we
hear of a patent being granted for a new kind
of taximeter coach, and a picture of it, complete
with a lady arguing about the fare, appeared
in an Il/ustrated London News of 1847. There
was also patented, in 1858, a machine called
the “Kilometric Register,” which showed
miles travelled and fares to be paid, and in
order to protect the public against extortion,
strenuous efforts were made to have this
attached to hackney carriages. Equally
sttenuous objections were raised by the
cabmen, and that was the end of it,

All this, I think, just about lets me out
on the sub'lecl: of the early attempts at taxicabs.
It is something to have got through it without
being guilty of the phrase * there’s nothing
new under the sun.” And at least it finally
disposes of the theory long held by cynical

- New Yorkers that Ee oldest taxis in the
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TAXI
world are those which lie in wait for in-
experienced foreign visitors outside the smaller
hotels in the East Twenties.

- —————— e w— - o= m o ——

[ENDS]
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