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[Chapter V]

Nero had succeeded Claudius Sept. 28, a.p. 53. He
was in his seventeenth year, and for some time re-
mained under the influence of Seneca, a Stoic philoso-
pher in profession, but in practice a grinding usurer.
The capital of this minister amounted to fifteen million
pounds sterling of modern money. Two millions of
this he advanced to the Iceni of Britain on the secu-
rity of their public buildings. We doubt if Rothschild
or any modern capitalist would advance half the sum
on such public buildings as may now be found in the
old Icenic counties. The king of the Iceni was
Prasutagus, his queen Victoria, (in British, Vuddig
or Boeddig—Boadicea.) Tacitus speaks of him as

* Gwehelyth Iestyn ap Gwrgant.
M
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]
a sovereign whose wealth was notorious at Rome,—

longd clarus opulentid.

The commerce between Britain and the Continent
continued to be vigorously conducted. Tacitus in-
forms us that the great foreign emporium was
London, a city the foundation of which the British
annals carried back 270 years before that of Rome,
ie. B.c. 10202 Above 80,000 Roman citizens, ac-
cording to the Roman historians, perished in the
Boadicean war, of whom the greater mimber resided
in London. A Roman garrison stationed in the Pree-
torium,—which extended along the Thames from the
temple of Diana, where now stands St. Paul’s, to the
Bryn Gwyn, or White Mount, the site of the Tower,—
protected their property and interests. It was just
as eagy for an apostle to find his way into Britain
as for any of these 80,000, amongst whom there
must have been a fair proportion of Christians. The
Roman citizen could travel from Babylon to London
along the great military i#inera of the empire, more
slowly indeed, but with fewer civil inconveniences

» “Londinum vetus oppidum quod Augustam posteritas appella-
vit.” —Ammianus Marcellinus, lib. xxvii. ¢. 8, 9. If London was not
a pree-Roman city, Ammianus could not term it “an ancient city :”
for supposing it founded the first year of the Claudian invasion, A.D,
43, it would still, in A.D. 350, be quite a new town ; and as the Boa-
dicean war broke out A.D. 60, it would be absurd to affirm that it
rose in seventeen years to the condition described by Tacitus: “ Co-
pid negotiatorum et commeatuum maxime celebre,”— ZTacit, Annal.,
lib. i.; Hist., lib. i,, and lib. xiv. ¢. 27—380.
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in the shape of passports and stoppages, and no less
security, than an Englishman can now. It was not
in mediseval Europe, divided amongst a thousand in-
dependent marauding states and barons, nor in the
pathless wilds of a new world, but over the length
and breadth of an empire possessed of a system of
roads laid down with consummate engineering skill,
and remaining, until the invention of railroads, with-
out rivals on a great scale, that the first preachers of
the Gospel had to travel. The Roman ster at Babylon
would conduct them, under the protection of one law,
one government, without a frontier, to Calais. The
whole empire was a network of connected arteries,
along which a traveller might take his ease from any-
where to anywhere under the overshadowing protec-
tion of the Eagles of the Ceesars. It was not till he had
crossed the British Channel that the din and terrors
of war assaulted his senses. So profound, indeed, un-
til the brief civil commotion that resulted in placing
the Vespasian family on the throne, was the peace
which prevailed through Europe, that the Roman
annalists are driven, for lack of national events, to
fill page after page with court scandals, with the
personal debaucheries and cruelties of the emperors.
These emperors were despots created by the demo-
- cracy against the oligarchy ; they held the same posi-
tion as the Tudors of later times in Britain. When
a noble raised his head above his fellows, like Tarquin
and the poppies, they cut it remorselessly and un-
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scrupulously down. A lover of the old oligarchic
times, such as Tacitus, would — and no doubt in
many cases justly—stigmatize such executions as
judicial murders, and transmit their authors to the
execration of posterity. The people at large were
unaffected ; the lightning passed over them; and,
in return, it was the dagger of the oligarch in the
chamber, not the popular tumult, which the Ceesar
dreaded. He walked the streets a simple citizen
without guards, but he went to the Senate armed.
Meanwhile, Ostorius Scapula in Britain suffered a
defeat from Arviragus at Caervélin, near Caerleon.
Exhausted in mind and body by the harassing vi-
cissitudes of the war, he petitioned to be recalled.
He was succeeded by Didius Gallus, who founded
Cardiff, still called by the Welsh Caer Dydd, ‘the
Castle of Didius.’ After a short command Didius
gave way to Veranius, under whom the Roman
armies were again driven behind the Plautian line
of fortresses, and their head-quarters fixed at Verulam.
Veranius was superseded by Suetonius Paulinus, a
second Fabius Cunctator, and regarded as the ablest
tactician in the Roman service®. He had under him
the ninth, fourteenth, twentieth (Vicesima Valens
Victrix), and second (Augusta) legions.

The expression of Tacitus, that Britain had long

b ¢« Cunctator naturd, nemo rei militaris callidior habebatur.”’—
Tacits Hist., lib, xiv, c. 20.
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been the field for the employment of the great
generals and picked armies of the empire®, may be
readily understood by merely reading over the names
of the Roman commanders who were successively en-
trusted with the conduct of the war,—Aulus Plau-
tius, Geta, Vespasian and Titus, Ostorius Scapula,
Suetonius Paulinus, Cerealis, Julius Frontinus, Julius
Agricola, Sallustius, Lucullus, under whom the island
was lost, and the Roman armies a second time with-
drawn to the Continent, A.n. 86; from which time
till A.p. 118 we have but one solitary Roman name
occurring in British history, Neratius Marcellus.
From A.p. 43 to A.p. 86 sixty pitched battles were
fought. ¢ The series of invasions and sanguinary
conflicts,” observes Smith in his ¢ Ancient Reli-
gions 4,” “between the Romans and Britons have no
parallel in any age or country.” ¢ We are able to
perceive,” writes Richardson, ¢ from the partial story
furnished by the invaders themselves, that conquest
was never more dearly attempted than in the case of
Britain by the Romans. By no people was every
inch of country at any age contested with more
bravery and surrendered more stubbornly than by
the aboriginal fathers of thisisle. Theyhad become
a very populous nation, so versed in military tactics
as to meet the armies, which had been carrying the

¢ «“ Magni duces, egregii exercitus.”— Tacitus, Annal., lib. ii. c. 24.
d
p. 457.
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Roman banners over the most famed and intellectual
quarters of the world, on such formidable terms, as to
render victory at every encounter little better than
defeat. They had settled laws and institutions, were
distinguished for an ardent love of liberty, in defence
of which the highest degree of valour and self-devo-
tion were on all occasions manifested. It is certain
they reverenced the laws by which they had been
long governed, and evinced profound homage for the
memory of their forefathers: nor can we less credit
their undaunted energy against the mercenary and
implacable plunderers of the world, against whose
experienced arms they had to contend. A man
must be a barbarian himself to suppose that such
a mnation could be barbarous. The idea is simply
ludicrouse.”

This firm resistance to the Roman arms was
mainly due to the national religion—to Druidism,
which acted then much the same as Protestantism did
on the British mind in the popish invasion of the
Armada. Druidism had been persecuted by pagan
Rome on the Continent as Protestantism in the Tu-
dor era was by papal Rome: both had their head-
quarters and stronghold in Britain ; both had common
points admirably suited to the native bent and genius
of the British race; both were religions of freedom ;
and both were thoroughly identified with British in-

¢ Richardson’s Historian, p. 10.




ST. PAUL IN BRITAIN, 167

dependence and grandeur. The Druid, indeed, re-
garded the Roman mythologic religion with much
the same mixture of contempt and hatred that a
strong Protestant does still the image system and
inquisition practices of the Papacy.  When the
Romans,” observes Cleland, “effected a footing in
Britain, they found in Druidism a constant and im-
placable enemy to their usurpation. They would
have been glad to introduce their religion, but to
that point there was an invincible obstacle in the
horror and contempt of the natives for a religion
formed by a corruption of their own allegories ; which
made the name of their heathen gods as familiar to
them as Julius Ceesar states, but in a sense which ex-
cluded them from reception in a divine one'.”

The Briton soon perceived the fact that Christi-
anity and Druidism were the two religions perse-
cuted by Rome. The gathering prejudice against the
former, because the Aristobulean mission came from
Rome, gave way to strong predilections in its favour.
A large class of Britons, it is true, cared as little
then, as now, for religion in itself, but they were
ardent patriots, and Druidic because patriots; they
were indifferent what the national religion was, pro-
vided it was thoroughly anti-foreign, anti-Roman,—
that it was thoroughly British. Nothing, therefore,
served so much to recommend Christianity and ex-

! Cleland’s Ancient Celtica, p. 13.
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tend it in Britain, as its persecution by Rome.
Common oppression drove the two religions into
each other’s arms, and finally united them in so in-
dissoluble a union, that we cannot now separate in
British Christianity the Druidic from the Christian
element. Two events now occurred which crowned
the national hatred towards both the arms and re-
ligion of Rome, and, in the same degree, disposed
Druidism to identify its sufferings with those of Chris-
tianity,—these were the Boadicean outrage and the
Menai massacre. |

Orders were issued from Rome to Suetonius Pauli-
nus to extirpate, at any cost, the chief seat of Druid-
ism among the Cymry, or Western Britons. Seneca,
who still, in some respects, acted as Nero’s adviser,
demanded repayment, at the same time, of his loan
to the Iceni, charging exorbitant interest. The Icenic
senate demurred ; whereon Caius Decius, the Roman
prefect at Caistor, was instructed to take possession
of all the temples, castles, and palaces belonging to
the state. These orders were vigorously executed.
Prasutagus, the king, dying in the midst of these
measures, left Nero co-heir, with his two daughters,
to his accumulated treasures. On the pretext that
the whole of the royal hoard came under the denomi-
nation of public property, Decius proceeded to seize it.
Resistance being made, the legionaries stormed the
palace, perpetrated the most inhuman outrages on
the persons of Queen Victoria and her daughters,
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and carried the treasures off to the Castra. Not con-
tent with these atrocities, Decius confiscated, in direct
violation of the Claudian treaty, the estates of many
of the Icenic blaenorion, or nobility. The Iceni sent
Venusius to Arviragus, abjuring the Roman protecto-
rate, and placing themselves and the Coraniaid at his
disposal. Suetonius, meanwhile, by forced marches
along the Wyddelian road, had reached the banks .
of the Menai. On either side extended the myvyrion,
or colleges, and the cemeteries of the ancient reli-
gion, the tumuli of which are yet traceable. Here
reposed, between the soaring ramparts of Snowdon,
the sacred mountain, the Zion of Cymru, and the blue
waters of the unexplored Atlantic, the fathers of the
British Isle: chiefs whose ashes for fifteen hundred
years had never been desecrated by the tramp of
a foreign foe; arch-druids, the depositories of the
hoary wisdom of the East; kings whose Cimbric names
had carried terror over the continents of Europe and
Asia. Through these sanctuaries of so many and such
ancient memories, the regulated march of the mailed
legions of Rome now resounded. Anglesey was
then known as Mon, and ecclesiastically, from the
number of Druidic groves which covered it, sweep-
ing down to the margin of the Menai, as Ynys
Tywyll, the dark isle. The massacre of the Druidic
priests and priestesses which ensued is graphically
described by Tacitus. It was a complete surprise.
Effecting the passage of the Menai, opposite the
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